
Immune Tolerance Institute
 
ITI is a non-profit corporation dedicated to advancing the discovery and development of breakthrough treatments for the broad range of major immune system-related diseases. ITI has established the Center for Critical Path Research in Immunology (CCPRI) in collaboration with the David H. Murdock Research Institute at the North Carolina Research Campus. Located within the DHMRI, the CCPRI serves a unique role at the intersection of academia, government, and industry. Through collaboration with a broad range of both public and private partners, the CCPRI facilitates the development of diagnostic tests and drugs for a wide range of disease conditions, including allergy, asthma, autoimmune diseases, cancer, cardiovascular disease, immunodeficiency, infectious diseases, and immune challenges following organ and tissue transplantation. 

The goal of the CCPRI is to provide a one-stop solution for analysis of the immune system’s role in disease by integrating advanced technology platforms in cellular, proteomic, genomic, and bioinformatics analyses. These platforms are deployed to perform multiple cellular and molecular assays on specimens obtained from patients during clinical trials of emerging therapeutics. The mechanistic data that are generated from these assays are analyzed in parallel with clinical safety and efficacy data by using advanced bioinformatics approaches that leverage new insights at the nexus of emerging life-science and information technologies. The correlation of mechanistic and clinical data will identify high-value biomarkers predictive of the course of a disease, the likelihood of response to an individual drug or biologic as well as drug efficacy and safety. Such biomarkers will serve to more effectively guide drug development and match patients with therapies that provide them the greatest benefit.

 
Louis Matis, MD
President and Chief Executive Officer 

The ITI management team is led by its President and CEO Louis Matis, MD.  Dr. Matis has more than 30 years of broad-based experience encompassing clinical medicine, drug development, regulatory affairs, basic and clinical biomedical research, and executive leadership within the biotechnology industry. Prior to assuming his position at ITI in January 2007, Dr. Matis served as a deputy director of the Immune Tolerance Network. From 2000 to 2006, Dr. Matis was the president and chief executive officer of CGI Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a privately held biotechnology company developing small molecule kinase inhibitors for autoimmune and inflammatory diseases and cancer. Prior to joining CGI, Dr. Matis was the senior vice president and chief scientific officer at Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc., where he played a leading role in the discovery and development of novel biopharmaceuticals. Before joining Alexion in 1993, Dr. Matis held various appointments at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration from 1977 to 1992.  
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