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UNC Charlotte became the first university partner to have a presence on the North Carolina Research Campus in 2006. Since then, the Charlotte Research Institute’s Bioinformatics Research Center opened in the David H. Murdock Core Laboratory. The Bioinformatics Research Center applies bioinformatics to the discovery, development and application of novel computational technologies and provides specialized computer systems and software, data management solutions and analysis for academic researchers and biotechnology companies. The goal is to solve important biological problems and support the design and development of new research and technologies. 

The Charlotte Research Institute is UNC Charlotte’s portal for business-university partnerships at UNC Charlotte and the NCRC. CRI works in the community to accelerate the growth of small businesses and university start-ups. CRI develops intellectual capital through collaborations with industry, government and academia.  Science and engineering ventures at CRI are driven by the internationally known results of its research centers in Precision Metrology, eBusiness Technology, and Optoelectronics.  CRI’s research vision continues to grow as emerging research initiatives, including bioinformatics, biomedical engineering systems, and translational research, develop at UNC Charlotte. CRI helps companies initiate new partnerships at UNC Charlotte and offers a variety of opportunities to engage talented faculty and to make use of specialized resources available only at UNC Charlotte.


CRI sponsors and produces the annual Charlotte Biotechnology Conference.  In addition, UNC Charlotte and the Charlotte Research Institute, partnering with the Ben Craig Center, the Office of Technology and the Belk College of Business, produce the annual Five Ventures Business Innovation Competition.  Five Ventures has a history of helping the Charlotte-region’s innovators and entrepreneurs grow their businesses. Past winners include NCRC partner and client, SoyMeds, a biotechnology research company focused on the development and validation of soybean seed-based therapeutics that can be used to treat, prevent, cure, and diagnose disease.  CRI is a proud partner that helps companies move their research to commercialization. 


Dr. Robert G. Wilhelm, PhD 
Associate Provost for Strategic Research Partnerships 
Executive Director Charlotte Research Institute

Before joining UNC Charlotte and the Charlotte Research Institute, Robert G. Wilhelm, PhD, was a professor of mechanical engineering and engineering science in the William States Lee College of Engineering. Wilhelm worked at the Palo Alto Laboratory of Rockwell Science Center and at Cincinnati Milacron. Wilhelm holds a BSIE from Wichita State University, an MSIE from Purdue University, and a doctorate in mechanical engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
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