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University of North Carolina Greensboro
Center for Research Excellence in Bioactive Food Components
UNC Greensboro’s Center for Research Excellence in Bioactive Food Components (CREBFC) conducts studies to identify and evaluate bioactive components from food, plants, and herbal and botanical Traditional Chinese Medicines for the prevention and treatment of metabolic disorders such as diabetes, obesity, and cancer. This research entails chemical and metabolic profiling and bioactive components from a whole biological system or metabolomic approach.

Current and Future Scientific Activity
As co-director of the UNC Greensboro Center, Dr. Wei Jia is participating with the David H. Murdock Research Institute (DHMRI) in the establishment and development of platform technologies in metabolomics and in processing/interpretation of the data generated from all the major projects of the campus’ corporate partners. Co-director Dr. Zhanxiang Zhou is an accomplished researcher of liver disease.  His research interest lies in fatty liver disease, which can be caused by excessive alcohol consumption. He focuses on the role of interactions among the gut, liver and fatty tissue in the development of the disease. Examples of on-going research:
· Organ-organ interactions in the development of the liver disease along the gut-liver-adipose tissue axis;

· Development of novel therapeutic strategies involving bioactive food components for treatment of fatty liver;
· Polyphenols found in fruits and medicinal plants that reduce inflammation and insulin resistance associated with obesity;
· Metabolomic phenotyping of breast cancer and biomarker discovery in collaboration with City of Hope Comprehensive Cancer Center;
· Metabolomic characterization of functional gut microbiome associated with metabolic disorders.
      Co-Director, Wei Jia, PhD
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Dr. Wei Jia was vice dean of Shanghai Jiao University’s pharmacy school. He also was a principal investigator at the university’s Shanghai Center for Systems Biomedicine, which focuses on drug discovery and development from herbal medicines and TCM.
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Dr. Zhanxiang Zhou served as a faculty member from 1990 to1998 in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Beijing Agricultural University, and from 2001 to 2010 in the Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition in the Department of Medicine at the University of Louisville. 






